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Public Power: Shining a Light on Public Service
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Public Power’s
Future is Bright

Despite years of upheaval in the electric industry, public
power systems have remained true to their fundamental
obligation to citizen-customers—the obligation to serve.

Many communities served by private power companies
are exploring their potential for public power in order
to obtain the low rates, local control and commitment,
public accountability, and customer service that public
power systems offer.

With skilled and innovative managerial and technical
staffs, public power systems are also providing new infra-
structure assistance their communities demand, such as
community broadband services.

Over the next decade, the electric utility industry will
continue to restructure. Generation and transmission
supply issues, as well as environmental protection deci-
sions, are a priority. Electric utilities have also taken on
new roles in efforts to secure the nation’s infrastructure.
Public power systems’ special relationship with their
customers gives them an advantage as they face these
challenges and set a course that best serves their
communities” interests.

Electric Industry Ownership and Consumers

Number and type of provider % of customers served

2,007 public power systems 14%
230 investor-owned electric utilities 70%
882 rural electric cooperatives 12%
139 power marketers 4%

Facts About Public Power:

1882

Public Power Has a
Voice in Washington

Public power systems work collectively through the
American Public Power Association to ensure policies
that put customers first and ensure a stable supply of
electricity while protecting the envirofiment. Since
two-thirds of public power systems d t generate
their own electricity, and instead buy fitfon the whole-
sale market for distribution to their mers, secur-
ing competitively priced and reliable lesale power
is a priority.

The American Public
Power Association is the
service organization for
the nation’s more than
2,000 community- and
state-owned electric
utilities. It represents
public power’s inter-
ests in Washington,
D.C., and provides an
array of services to help
its members with manage-
rial and operational issues.

Number of
states with public
power systems
(all but Hawaii)

Number of public
power systems
in the U.S.

Year first public
power systems
were created

Number of
customers served
by the largest

Number of
public power
systems serving

Year by which
one out of every
four public power

systems will communities with public power
celebrate a populations of system, the
centennial 10,000 or fewer Los Angeles

Department of
Water & Power



